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The Barbarian is one of the most iconic and enduring character classes in the Diablo franchise,
especially in Diablo 2. Known for their brute strength, versatility, and formidable combat skills,
Barbarians can be powerful both in solo play and in multiplayer scenarios. This leveling guide will walk
you through the best strategies, skills, equipment, and tips to efficiently level up your Barbarian in
Diablo 2.

Understanding the Barbarian Class

Before diving into the specifics of leveling, it's important to understand the unique attributes of the
Barbarian class:

- Strength and Vitality: The Barbarian relies heavily on physical damage, making Strength a key
attribute. Vitality is equally important for survivability.
- War Cry and Shouts: Barbarians can boost their damage and survivability through various Shouts
and War Cry skills, which enhance their party's performance.
- Weapon Mastery: Barbarians excel in weapon handling, allowing them to specialize in various
weapons for different playstyles.

Leveling Strategies

Leveling a Barbarian effectively requires a combination of the right skills, gear, and strategies. Here
are the main aspects to consider:

Skills Allocation

Selecting the right skills to invest in can significantly impact your leveling speed. Here’s a breakdown
of essential skills for different stages of the game:

Early Levels (1-30)

1. Bash: This is your primary skill for dealing early-game damage. It stuns enemies, allowing for safer
engagements.
2. Leap Attack: A useful mobility skill that allows you to close gaps quickly and deal damage upon
landing.
3. Double Swing: Great for attacking multiple targets in quick succession, making it ideal for clearing
groups of enemies.

Mid Levels (30-50)

1. Whirlwind: A powerful skill that allows you to move through enemies while dealing damage. This
becomes your primary attack as you progress.
2. Battle Orders: A crucial shout that boosts your health and stamina, making it easier to survive
tougher battles.
3. Find Item: While not directly related to leveling, this skill can enhance your loot efficiency,
providing better gear as you progress.



Late Levels (50+)

1. Frenzy: This skill allows you to increase your attack speed and damage output dramatically,
suitable for end-game content.
2. War Cry: Use this to control crowds and deal area damage, especially effective in higher difficulties.
3. Iron Skin: Boosts your defense, making you tankier against tougher opponents.

Gear Recommendations

Choosing the right gear is essential for maximizing your leveling efficiency. Here are some
recommendations for each stage:

Early Game Gear (1-30)

- Weapons: Look for one-handed weapons with high damage and speed. A good axe or sword can
greatly enhance your early-game performance.
- Armor: Prioritize gear that increases your defense and adds Strength. Look for items with sockets to
add gems for additional bonuses.

Mid Game Gear (30-50)

- Two-Handed Weapons: As you gain levels, consider switching to a two-handed weapon for increased
damage output. Look for exceptional unique items like the "The Grandfather."
- Shields: If you prefer a one-handed weapon, a good shield can significantly boost your survivability.
- Jewelry: Rings and amulets that provide bonuses to skills, resistances, or attributes will be beneficial.

Late Game Gear (50+)

- Endgame Weapons: Look for unique items or runewords like "Breath of the Dying" or "Grief" that
offer massive damage bonuses.
- Armor: Aim for items with high defense and resistances, such as "Chains of Honor" or "Enigma" for
teleportation.
- Belts: The "String of Ears" is an excellent choice for damage reduction and life leech.

Best Areas for Leveling

Knowing where to grind experience efficiently can make a significant difference. Here are some of the
best areas to level your Barbarian:

Act 1: The Burial Grounds and The Cold Plains

- Description: These areas are filled with undead monsters, which are easy to defeat with your early
skills.
- Tip: Focus on clearing the entire area to maximize experience gain.

Act 2: The Sewers and The Canyon of the Magi

- Description: These zones provide ample opportunities for experience and loot.
- Tip: Use your mobility skills to navigate and avoid being overwhelmed by groups of enemies.

Act 3: The Jungle Areas



- Description: The jungles are packed with monsters that yield good experience, especially at higher
difficulties.
- Tip: Whirlwind is particularly effective here for crowd control.

Act 4: The City of Hatred

- Description: This area offers challenging enemies but provides significant experience rewards.
- Tip: Make use of Battle Orders to keep your health up while clearing mobs.

Act 5: The Worldstone Keep

- Description: The later levels consist of tough enemies but yield the best experience points in the
game.
- Tip: Ensure you have strong gear and potions before tackling this area.

Multiplayer Leveling

Playing in multiplayer can significantly speed up the leveling process. Here are some tips for effective
multiplayer leveling:

- Party Composition: Pair with classes that complement your playstyle, such as Sorceresses for crowd
control or Paladins for buffs.
- Shared Loot: Utilize the shared loot system to maximize your gear acquisition. Focus on farming
areas that have high drop rates for your desired gear.
- Experience Sharing: Stay close to your teammates during battles to maximize experience gain.

General Tips for Efficient Leveling

- Quests: Always complete quests that offer experience bonuses and valuable rewards, such as skill
points or attribute points.
- Teleportation: If you have a Sorceress in your party, use her teleportation skills to quickly navigate
between areas.
- Potions: Keep a healthy stock of healing potions and mana potions to maintain your effectiveness in
battle.
- Stay Mobile: Use mobility skills like Leap or Whirlwind to avoid damage and reposition yourself
during fights.

Conclusion

Leveling a Barbarian in Diablo 2 can be an exhilarating experience filled with intense combat and
strategic gameplay. By focusing on the right skills, gear, and leveling areas, you can maximize your
effectiveness and enjoy the journey through Sanctuary. Whether you prefer to play solo or in a group,
following this guide will help you become a formidable Barbarian capable of taking on the toughest
challenges Diablo 2 has to offer. Happy hunting!

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the best skill build for leveling a Barbarian in Diablo
2?
A popular skill build for leveling a Barbarian is the Whirlwind build, focusing on skills like Whirlwind,
Berserk, and Battle Orders to enhance damage and survivability.

Which weapons are most effective for leveling a Barbarian
quickly?
Great axes and two-handed swords are effective for leveling due to their high damage output. Look
for weapons with increased attack speed and damage bonuses.

What mercenary should I use while leveling a Barbarian?
The Act 2 Desert Mercenary with the Offensive aura is recommended, as it boosts your damage
output and helps take down tougher enemies.

How important is gear for leveling a Barbarian?
While gear is important, focusing on skills and playstyle is key for leveling. Prioritize items that
increase your damage and survivability, but you can still level efficiently with basic gear.

What is the level requirement for the Whirlwind skill?
The Whirlwind skill requires level 30 to be unlocked. It's advisable to follow a skill progression that
leads to obtaining it as soon as possible.

Should I focus on Strength or Dexterity for my Barbarian?
Strength should be your primary focus for increased damage, but a small amount of Dexterity can be
useful for better blocking and hit chance if you are using a shield.

What are the best runewords for a leveling Barbarian?
Runewords like 'Heart of the Oak', 'Smoke', and 'Stealth' are great for leveling, as they provide useful
bonuses to skills, resistances, and faster run/walk speed.

How can I effectively farm experience while leveling?
Farming experience in areas like the Chaos Sanctuary, the Pit, and the Worldstone Keep can be
effective. Focus on areas where you can quickly kill mobs and move through efficiently.

Is it better to play solo or in a group when leveling a
Barbarian?
Playing in a group can speed up leveling due to shared experience and faster mob clearing, but solo
play can be more manageable for learning the Barbarian's mechanics.



What are the best quests to prioritize for leveling a
Barbarian?
Prioritize quests that give significant experience rewards, such as completing Act 1 and Act 2 quests,
and consider doing the Den of Evil and the Radament quests for early levels.
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