dennis potter blue remembered hills

Dennis Potter's "Blue Remembered Hills" is a seminal piece of British
television drama that first aired in 1979. Renowned for its poignant
exploration of childhood and the complexities of growing up, this play has
continued to resonate with audiences due to its rich characterizations,
evocative language, and powerful themes. In this article, we will delve into
the background of Dennis Potter, the significance of "Blue Remembered Hills,"
its narrative structure, character analysis, and its lasting impact on
television and drama.

Background on Dennis Potter

Dennis Potter was a prolific British playwright and screenwriter, celebrated
for his innovative contributions to television drama. Born in 1935 in the
Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire, Potter's early life experiences heavily
influenced his work. His upbringing in a rural environment, his struggles
with illness, and his keen observations of human behavior all found
expression in his writing.

Potter's career spanned several decades, during which he produced numerous
acclaimed works, including "Pennies from Heaven," "The Singing Detective,"
and, of course, "Blue Remembered Hills." His style was characterized by a
blend of realism and surrealism, often incorporating music and poetic
elements within his narratives. He had a unique ability to explore the depths
of human emotion, making his characters relatable and complex.

Overview of "Blue Remembered Hills"

"Blue Remembered Hills" is set in the summer of 1943 and follows a group of
seven children as they navigate their imaginations, friendships, and
rivalries in the picturesque countryside of the Forest of Dean. The play is
notable for its distinctive approach: it features adult actors portraying
children, which adds a layer of depth to the exploration of innocence and
nostalgia.

The title itself references a line from the poem "In Memoriam" by Alfred Lord
Tennyson, suggesting a longing for a lost childhood and the bittersweet
nature of memory. The play's narrative unfolds over a single afternoon,
showcasing various interactions among the children as they engage in play,
confront their fears, and grapple with the realities of the adult world
encroaching upon their innocence.



Key Themes in "Blue Remembered Hills"

The play encapsulates several overarching themes that resonate deeply with
audiences:

e Childhood Innocence: The play poignantly captures the essence of
childhood, characterized by imagination, playfulness, and a lack of
awareness of the complexities of adult life.

e Memory and Nostalgia: The title hints at the theme of nostalgia,
prompting viewers to reflect on their own childhood memories and the
bittersweet nature of growing up.

e The Transition to Adulthood: Throughout the play, the children exhibit
behaviors that foreshadow the challenges they will face as they
transition into adulthood, highlighting the inevitable loss of
innocence.

e Friendship and Rivalry: The dynamics of friendship among the children
are complex, marked by loyalty, jealousy, and betrayal, all of which are
integral to their development.

Narrative Structure

"Blue Remembered Hills" is structured around a series of vignettes that
capture the children's interactions in a naturalistic setting. The dialogue
is sharp and witty, often laced with the innocence and naivety characteristic
of childhood. The episodic nature of the play allows for a seamless
exploration of various themes and emotions without becoming overly didactic.

The choice of adult actors portraying children adds a unique layer of irony
to the narrative. Their performances evoke a sense of nostalgia, as viewers
are reminded of the universal experiences of childhood, while also
acknowledging the complexities of adulthood that the characters have yet to
confront.

Character Analysis

The children in "Blue Remembered Hills" are distinct and multifaceted, each
representing various aspects of childhood and the human experience. Here are
a few key characters:



1. Angela: A strong-willed and imaginative girl, Angela often takes charge
of the group. Her leadership qualities, however, sometimes lead to
conflict with her peers.

2. Willy: The sensitive and introspective member of the group, Willy often
serves as a voice of reason. His character reflects the vulnerability
that accompanies childhood.

3. Peter: The brash and confident boy who often instigates trouble, Peter
embodies the more mischievous aspects of childhood. His character
highlights the themes of rivalry and power dynamics among peers.

4. Janet: The gentle and nurturing figure, Janet represents the caring side
of friendship. Her interactions with the other children often provide a
sense of balance within the group.

These characters, along with others in the play, create a rich tapestry of
childhood experiences, each contributing to the overarching narrative and
themes.

Impact and Legacy

"Blue Remembered Hills" has had a profound impact on British television drama
and continues to be studied and performed in various contexts. Its innovative
approach to storytelling and character development has inspired countless
playwrights and screenwriters.

Some key points regarding its impact include:

e Influence on Future Works: The play's unique portrayal of childhood and
the use of adult actors have influenced numerous subsequent works,
encouraging writers to explore similar themes.

e Critical Acclaim: "Blue Remembered Hills" has received widespread
critical acclaim for its poignant writing and powerful performances,
cementing Potter's reputation as a master of television drama.

e Educational Value: The play is often included in educational curricula,
allowing students to engage with its themes and explore the complexities
of childhood and memory.



Conclusion

Dennis Potter's "Blue Remembered Hills" remains a poignant exploration of
childhood, memory, and the transition to adulthood. Its rich
characterizations, innovative narrative structure, and powerful themes
continue to resonate with audiences, making it a timeless piece of drama.
Through the lens of childhood, Potter invites viewers to reflect on their own
experiences and the inevitable complexities of growing up, ensuring that
"Blue Remembered Hills" will endure as a significant work in the canon of
television drama. As we continue to grapple with the themes of innocence,
nostalgia, and the passage of time, Potter's masterpiece serves as a reminder
of the beauty and fragility of childhood.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Dennis Potter's 'Blue
Remembered Hills'?

The central theme of 'Blue Remembered Hills' revolves around the innocence of
childhood contrasted with the harsh realities of adult life, exploring themes
of nostalgia, memory, and the complexities of growing up.

How does 'Blue Remembered Hills' depict the lives of
children?

The play portrays children in a rural setting during World War II,
highlighting their imaginative play, friendships, and conflicts, while also
revealing how their innocence is affected by the adult world around them.

What narrative style does Dennis Potter use in 'Blue
Remembered Hills'?

Dennis Potter employs a non-linear narrative style that intertwines past and
present, using a mix of dialogue and monologue to reflect the memories and
perceptions of the characters.

Why is 'Blue Remembered Hills' significant in
British theater?

The play is significant for its innovative use of adult actors portraying
children, its exploration of deep emotional themes, and its influence on the
representation of childhood in British theater.



What role does the setting play in 'Blue Remembered
Hills'?

The rural setting during World War II serves as a backdrop that enhances the
themes of nostalgia and innocence, while also providing a stark contrast to
the impending realities of war and adulthood.

How are the characters in 'Blue Remembered Hills'
developed?

Characters are developed through their interactions, dialogue, and the
conflicts they face, allowing the audience to witness their growth and the
impact of their experiences on their perspectives and relationships.

What is the significance of the title 'Blue
Remembered Hills'?

The title evokes a sense of nostalgia and longing for the simplicity and
beauty of childhood, referencing the way memories can shape our understanding
of the past and influence our present.
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