
denver broncos quarterbacks history
Denver Broncos quarterbacks history is a fascinating journey through the
evolution of one of the NFL's most iconic franchises. The Denver Broncos,
established in 1960, have had their fair share of ups and downs, with the
quarterback position being a pivotal component of their success. From the
early years in the AFL to their Super Bowl victories, the quarterbacks who
have donned the orange and blue have left an indelible mark on the franchise
and its fans. This article will explore the history of Broncos quarterbacks,
highlighting key players, memorable moments, and the evolution of the
position within the organization.

Early Years: The AFL and the Quest for
Stability

The Broncos began their journey in the American Football League (AFL) in
1960. During these formative years, the team struggled to find a consistent
leader under center.

Notable Early Quarterbacks

1. Frank Tripucka (1960-1963): The first starting quarterback for the
Broncos, Tripucka was a key figure in the team's early history. His tenure
saw the team struggle, but he helped lay the groundwork for the future.
Tripucka threw for over 3,000 yards in 1963, a remarkable feat for the time.

2. Gary Kubiak (1983-1991): Before becoming the team's head coach, Kubiak
served as a backup to John Elway. His experience and understanding of the
game made him a respected figure within the organization.

3. John Elway (1983-1998): No discussion of Denver Broncos quarterbacks would
be complete without John Elway. Drafted as the first overall pick in 1983,
Elway became the face of the franchise. His strong arm, athleticism, and
leadership qualities helped transform the Broncos into a competitive team.
Elway led the Broncos to five Super Bowl appearances, winning two, and
retired as one of the greatest quarterbacks in NFL history.

The Elway Era: Dominance and Super Bowl Success

Elway's era marked a transformative period for the Broncos. His combination
of skills and charisma captured the hearts of fans and solidified his legacy.



Super Bowl Appearances and Victories

- Super Bowl XXI (1986): The Broncos faced the New York Giants but fell
short, losing 39-20. This game was a significant learning experience for
Elway.

- Super Bowl XXII (1987): Once again, the Broncos lost, this time to the
Washington Redskins, in a 42-10 blowout.

- Super Bowl XXXII (1998): After years of near misses, Elway finally led the
Broncos to victory over the Green Bay Packers, 31-24, earning his first Super
Bowl ring.

- Super Bowl XXXIII (1999): Elway capped his illustrious career with a second
consecutive Super Bowl victory against the Atlanta Falcons, solidifying his
status as a legend.

Post-Elway Era: Searching for a Successor

Following Elway's retirement, the Broncos faced the challenge of finding a
suitable replacement. The following years saw a revolving door of
quarterbacks as the team struggled to maintain the same level of success.

Key Quarterbacks After Elway

1. Bobby Hoying (1998): A brief stint as a starter, Hoying struggled to make
an impact in Elway's shadow.

2. Brian Griese (1998-2002): The son of former NFL quarterback Bob Griese,
Brian showed promise and even led the Broncos to the playoffs in 2000.
However, consistency remained a challenge.

3. Jake Plummer (2003-2006): Plummer brought excitement to the Broncos'
offense and led the team to the playoffs in 2005, but he was unable to secure
a Super Bowl appearance.

4. Jay Cutler (2006-2008): Drafted in the first round of 2006, Cutler was
seen as the future of the franchise. His strong arm and ability to make plays
were promising, but his relationship with the organization soured, leading to
his trade to the Chicago Bears.

The Peyton Manning Era: A New Chapter

In 2012, the Denver Broncos made a significant move by signing future Hall of



Famer Peyton Manning after his departure from the Indianapolis Colts. This
decision would redefine the franchise's trajectory.

Peyton Manning's Impact

- Record-Breaking Seasons: Manning had an incredible run in Denver, setting
numerous records, including the single-season touchdown record (55) and
single-season passing yards (5,477) in 2013.

- Super Bowl XLVIII Victory: In 2015, Manning led the Broncos to a Super Bowl
victory against the Carolina Panthers, solidifying his legacy as one of the
greatest quarterbacks of all time.

- Retirement and Legacy: Manning retired after the 2015 season, leaving
behind a legacy of excellence and a Super Bowl ring, further elevating the
Broncos' stature in the NFL.

The Post-Manning Era: A New Search for
Stability

After Manning's retirement, the Broncos found themselves searching for a
quarterback who could replicate his success.

Quarterbacks in the Post-Manning Era

1. Brock Osweiler (2015-2016): Initially a backup, Osweiler stepped in during
the 2015 season and contributed to the Broncos' Super Bowl run. However, he
struggled as a starter in the following season.

2. Trevor Siemian (2016-2017): Siemian had a solid start to his career,
leading the Broncos to a playoff appearance in 2016. However, inconsistencies
led to his eventual departure.

3. Case Keenum (2018): The Broncos signed Keenum after a successful season
with the Minnesota Vikings. He struggled to replicate that success in Denver.

4. Drew Lock (2019-2021): The young quarterback showed promise but was
inconsistent, leading the Broncos to continue their search for a franchise
QB.

5. Russell Wilson (2022-Present): In a blockbuster trade, the Broncos
acquired Wilson from the Seattle Seahawks. While expectations were high,
Wilson faced challenges in his first season with the Broncos.



The Future of Broncos Quarterbacks

The Denver Broncos have a rich history of quarterbacks, from the legendary
John Elway to the recent acquisition of Russell Wilson. As the franchise
looks to the future, the quarterback position remains crucial for success.
The organization is focused on identifying and developing talent that can
lead the team back to the playoffs and beyond.

Challenges and Opportunities

- Consistency: The Broncos have faced challenges in finding a consistent
starting quarterback. Establishing stability at this position is essential
for future success.

- Development: The franchise is investing in developing young talent and
exploring options through the draft and free agency.

- Coaching: The right coaching staff will play a significant role in
developing quarterbacks and implementing a system that maximizes their
potential.

Conclusion

The Denver Broncos quarterbacks history is a tale of triumph, struggle, and
evolution. From John Elway's legendary career to the pursuit of a new
franchise quarterback, the team's journey reflects the importance of this
position in the NFL. As the Broncos continue to build for the future, fans
remain hopeful that the next great quarterback will emerge and lead the team
to new heights. The history of Broncos quarterbacks is not just a record of
past performances; it is a story of passion, persistence, and the quest for
greatness.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the all-time leading passer for the Denver
Broncos?
John Elway is the all-time leading passer for the Denver Broncos, with over
51,000 passing yards.

Which quarterback led the Broncos to their first



Super Bowl victory?
John Elway led the Broncos to their first Super Bowl victory in Super Bowl
XXXII against the Green Bay Packers.

What year did Peyton Manning join the Denver
Broncos?
Peyton Manning joined the Denver Broncos in 2012 after leaving the
Indianapolis Colts.

How many Super Bowls did John Elway win with the
Denver Broncos?
John Elway won two Super Bowls with the Denver Broncos, in Super Bowl XXXII
and Super Bowl XXXIII.

Who was the starting quarterback for the Broncos
during their Super Bowl 50 victory?
Peyton Manning was the starting quarterback for the Broncos during their
Super Bowl 50 victory against the Carolina Panthers.

Which Broncos quarterback was known for his strong
arm and played in the late 1990s?
Brian Griese is known for his strong arm and played as the starting
quarterback for the Broncos in the late 1990s.

What notable achievement did Tim Tebow accomplish
during the 2011 season?
Tim Tebow led the Broncos to a playoff victory against the Pittsburgh
Steelers in the 2011 season, famously throwing an 80-yard touchdown pass in
overtime.
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