devil went down to georgia viola sheet music

Devil Went Down to Georgia Viola Sheet Music is a compelling topic for musicians and
enthusiasts alike, particularly for those who play the viola. This iconic song, originally performed by
the Charlie Daniels Band, is rich in storytelling and musical complexity, making it a popular choice
for many instrumentalists. In this article, we will explore the history of the song, its significance in
popular culture, the challenges and rewards of performing it on the viola, and where to find the
sheet music tailored for viola players.

Overview of "The Devil Went Down to Georgia"

"The Devil Went Down to Georgia" is a Southern rock and country song released in 1979. It tells the

story of a young fiddle player named Johnny who competes against the Devil in a high-stakes musical
duel. The song’s narrative structure and vibrant melody have made it an enduring piece in American
music.

Background and Origin

The song was written by Charlie Daniels, a multi-talented musician known for his fiddle prowess and
Southern rock style. The inspiration behind the song comes from the traditional folk tale of making a
deal with the devil, a theme prevalent in various forms of literature and music. The combination of
storytelling and musical competition encapsulates the spirit of American folklore.

Cultural Impact

"The Devil Went Down to Georgia" has transcended its original release to become a staple in
American culture. It has been covered by numerous artists across different genres, featured in films
and television shows, and has even inspired dance performances. The song's catchy melody and
engaging lyrics have made it a favorite for musicians seeking to showcase their skills.

Why Choose Viola for This Piece?

The viola, often overshadowed by its more popular sibling, the violin, possesses a rich, warm tone
that can beautifully convey the emotion found in "The Devil Went Down to Georgia." Here are some
reasons why viola players might choose this piece:

1. Unique Sound: The viola offers a deeper, more resonant sound compared to the violin, allowing
for a different interpretation of the song.

2. Challenge and Growth: Playing such a technically demanding piece can help violists improve their
skills, including bowing techniques and finger agility.

3. Versatility: The viola can adapt to various musical styles, making it suitable for both classical and



contemporary interpretations of the song.

Understanding the Musical Structure

To perform "The Devil Went Down to Georgia" effectively on the viola, it's essential to understand its
musical structure. The song is characterized by:

- Tempo: The original recording is played at a fast tempo, which adds to the intensity of the duel.

- Key: The piece is primarily in the key of D major, which is conducive to both violin and viola.

- Melody and Harmony: The interplay between the melody (often played by the lead fiddle) and the
harmonic support (provided by guitars and bass) adds depth to the performance.

Sections of the Song

The song can be divided into distinct sections, each with its own musical characteristics:

1. Intro: The piece begins with a catchy instrumental introduction that sets the stage for the
narrative.

2. Verse: The verses outline the story, with Johnny’s character being introduced and the challenge
posed by the Devil.

3. Chorus: The chorus is energetic and serves as a musical climax, highlighting the competition
between Johnny and the Devil.

4. Instrumental Break: This section features intricate fiddle solos, which can be adapted for the
viola.

5. Conclusion: The song wraps up the story, bringing closure to the duel and showcasing Johnny's
victory.

Challenges of Playing on Viola

While playing "The Devil Went Down to Georgia" on the viola can be rewarding, it also presents
several challenges:

1. Technical Demands: The rapid succession of notes requires agility and precision, especially in the
fast-paced sections.

2. Bow Control: Maintaining control of the bow while executing quick passages is crucial to
achieving a clean sound.

3. Transposition: Since the original piece is written for fiddle, violists may need to adapt the music,
which can involve transposing notes to suit the viola range.

Practice Tips

To master this piece on the viola, consider the following practice tips:



- Slow Practice: Begin by playing slowly to ensure accuracy in notes and rhythm before gradually
increasing the tempo.

- Segmented Practice: Break the piece into smaller sections, focusing on one part at a time.

- Use a Metronome: Practicing with a metronome can help maintain a consistent tempo and improve
timing.

- Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your practice can help identify areas for improvement.

Where to Find Viola Sheet Music

Finding the right sheet music for "The Devil Went Down to Georgia" can significantly enhance your
practice experience. Here are some resources to consider:

1. Online Music Stores: Websites such as Sheet Music Plus, MusicNotes, and Virtual Sheet Music
often carry arrangements for various instruments, including viola.

2. Local Music Shops: Check with local music retailers, as they may have or be able to order specific
arrangements.

3. Libraries: Many public and university libraries have extensive music collections, including sheet
music for popular songs.

4. Transcription Services: If you cannot find an arrangement, consider using a transcription service
to create a custom viola part.

Free Resources

For those on a budget, here are some free resources for sheet music:

- IMSLP: The International Music Score Library Project offers a vast collection of public domain
sheet music.

- YouTube Tutorials: Many musicians share tutorials that include sheet music in the video
description or links to their arrangements.

- Community Forums: Online forums for violists may have members willing to share their
arrangements or tips on where to find them.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Devil Went Down to Georgia Viola Sheet Music offers violists a unique opportunity
to engage with a beloved piece of American music. The combination of technical challenge and rich
storytelling makes it a rewarding endeavor for musicians. With the right resources and practice
techniques, players can successfully interpret this iconic song on their instrument, bringing its
vibrant narrative to life. Whether you are a seasoned violist or a newcomer, tackling this piece can
enhance your musical skills and deepen your appreciation for this classic work.



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the viola sheet music for 'The Devil Went
Down to Georgia'?

You can find viola sheet music for "The Devil Went Down to Georgia' on various music sheet websites
such as MusicNotes, Sheet Music Plus, or even on community sharing platforms like MuseScore.

Is there a specific arrangement of 'The Devil Went Down to
Georgia' for viola?

Yes, there are several arrangements for viola available online, some specifically tailored for solo
performance while others are arranged for viola in an ensemble setting.

What level of difficulty is the viola sheet music for 'The Devil
Went Down to Georgia'?

The difficulty level can vary, but generally, the viola arrangements range from intermediate to
advanced due to the technical demands of the piece.

Can I find free viola sheet music for 'The Devil Went Down to
Georgia'?

Yes, some websites offer free arrangements of the song. Check platforms like MuseScore or certain
educational music sites for user-uploaded content.

Are there any video tutorials for playing ‘'The Devil Went Down
to Georgia' on viola?

Yes, there are many video tutorials available on YouTube that can guide you through playing 'The
Devil Went Down to Georgia' on viola, often breaking down the techniques and sections of the piece.

What are some tips for playing 'The Devil Went Down to
Georgia' on viola?

Focus on mastering the fast passages by practicing slowly, use a metronome to build speed, and pay
attention to the bowing techniques to capture the song's energy.

Is 'The Devil Went Down to Georgia' commonly played in viola
competitions?

While it may not be a standard competition piece, it can be a popular choice for performances due to
its lively character and technical challenges.



What should I look for in a good arrangement of 'The Devil
Went Down to Georgia' for viola?

Look for arrangements that are well-transcribed for viola, maintaining the essence of the original
while considering the instrument's range, and preferably those that include bowing and fingerings
for guidance.
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