
dictionary of new testament theology

Dictionary of New Testament Theology provides a comprehensive resource for understanding the
theological concepts, terms, and ideas present in the New Testament. As a key aspect of biblical studies, this
dictionary serves as a valuable tool for students, scholars, pastors, and anyone interested in deepening their
understanding of Christian theology and scripture. The New Testament is rich in themes and doctrines that
shape Christian belief and practice, and a well-structured dictionary can illuminate these complexities.

Understanding New Testament Theology

New Testament theology is the study of the teachings and beliefs presented in the New Testament books.
It encompasses a wide range of themes, including:

- The life and teachings of Jesus Christ
- The role of the Holy Spirit
- The nature of the Church
- Salvation and redemption
- Eschatology (the study of end times)

In order to grasp the full significance of these themes, a dictionary of New Testament theology provides
definitions, explanations, and contextual information about the terms and concepts used in the New
Testament writings.

Purpose and Importance

The purpose of a dictionary of New Testament theology is manifold:

1. Clarification of Terms: Many theological terms have specific meanings that can differ from their
everyday usage. A dictionary helps clarify these terms, making it easier for readers to understand the text.

2. Contextual Understanding: The New Testament was written in a specific historical and cultural context.
A dictionary can provide background information that enriches the reader's comprehension of the text.

3. Facilitating Study: For students and scholars, a dictionary serves as a quick reference tool, allowing for
efficient study and research.

4. Promoting Deeper Reflection: By providing insights into theological concepts, a dictionary encourages
readers to reflect more deeply on their faith and the implications of New Testament teachings.



Key Features of a Dictionary of New Testament Theology

A well-constructed dictionary of New Testament theology typically includes several key features:

Entries

Each entry typically consists of:

- Term Definition: A clear and concise definition of the theological term.
- Biblical References: Relevant scripture passages that illustrate the term in its biblical context.
- Historical Background: Information about the term's usage in the early Church and its development over
time.
- Scholarly Perspectives: Insights from various theologians and scholars, providing a range of interpretations
and understandings.

Organizational Structure

A dictionary may be organized alphabetically or thematically. Common organizational structures include:

- Alphabetical Order: This is the most common structure, allowing users to quickly find specific terms.
- Thematic Groups: Terms may also be grouped by themes, such as soteriology (the study of salvation),
ecclesiology (the study of the Church), or eschatology.

Cross-References

Cross-references are essential for interconnecting related concepts. For example, an entry on "Grace" might
refer readers to entries on "Faith," "Salvation," and "Justification," facilitating a broader understanding of
how these terms interact within New Testament theology.

Illustrative Examples

Many dictionaries include illustrative examples, such as:

- Case Studies: Specific applications of theological concepts in historical or contemporary contexts.
- Quotations: Key quotes from theologians or church fathers that encapsulate a concept.



Key Terms in New Testament Theology

While a dictionary of New Testament theology contains numerous entries, some key terms are
foundational to understanding the New Testament's message:

Grace: The unmerited favor of God toward humanity, pivotal in discussions of salvation.1.

Faith: Trust or belief in God and his promises, essential for salvation.2.

Justification: The act of being declared righteous before God, a key concept in Pauline theology.3.

Redemption: The process by which humanity is freed from sin and its consequences through Christ.4.

Ecclesia: The term for the Church, emphasizing the community of believers.5.

Eschatology: The study of end times, including the return of Christ and the final judgment.6.

Utilizing a Dictionary of New Testament Theology

Understanding how to effectively use a dictionary of New Testament theology can enhance one’s study of
scripture:

Study Techniques

Here are some techniques to utilize effectively:

- Topical Study: Choose a specific theological topic and use the dictionary to gather all relevant terms and
concepts.

- Scriptural Cross-Referencing: Use the Bible alongside the dictionary to see how terms are used in context.

- Group Discussions: Engage in discussions with peers, using the dictionary as a reference point for
theological debates.

- Personal Reflection: After studying a term, take time to reflect on its implications for personal faith and
practice.



Choosing the Right Dictionary

When selecting a dictionary of New Testament theology, consider the following factors:

- Scholarly Credibility: Look for works authored or edited by reputable scholars in the field of biblical
studies.

- Comprehensiveness: A good dictionary should cover a wide range of terms and concepts.

- Clarity of Language: Ensure that the entries are written in clear and accessible language, avoiding overly
technical jargon.

- Updates and Editions: The field of theology is continually evolving, so choose a dictionary that reflects
current scholarship.

Conclusion

A dictionary of New Testament theology is an indispensable resource for anyone seeking to delve deeper
into the rich theological landscape of the New Testament. By providing clear definitions, contextual
background, and scholarly insights, it empowers readers to engage with scripture meaningfully. Whether
for academic study, sermon preparation, or personal growth, a well-structured dictionary enhances our
understanding of God's revelation through the New Testament, helping us to apply its teachings to our
lives today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a 'dictionary of New Testament theology'?
A dictionary of New Testament theology serves to provide definitions, explanations, and contexts for
theological terms, concepts, and themes found within the New Testament, aiding scholars and students in
understanding biblical texts.

How does a dictionary of New Testament theology differ from a standard
Bible dictionary?
While a standard Bible dictionary may cover a wide range of biblical topics, a dictionary of New Testament
theology focuses specifically on theological concepts, doctrines, and interpretations relevant to the New
Testament.



What are some key theological terms commonly found in a New
Testament theology dictionary?
Common terms include salvation, grace, justification, sanctification, eschatology, and the kingdom of God,
among others.

Who are the primary contributors to dictionaries of New Testament
theology?
Contributors typically include biblical scholars, theologians, and experts in New Testament studies, often
affiliated with academic institutions or seminaries.

Can a dictionary of New Testament theology help in sermon preparation?
Yes, it can provide preachers with insights into theological concepts, helping them to develop more
informed and contextually relevant sermons.

What role does historical context play in a dictionary of New Testament
theology?
Historical context is crucial as it informs the understanding of theological terms and concepts, shedding light
on how they were understood in the early church and their implications for contemporary theology.

Are there digital resources available for New Testament theology
dictionaries?
Yes, many dictionaries of New Testament theology are now available in digital format, accessible through
online databases, academic platforms, and e-book formats.

How can a dictionary of New Testament theology aid in academic
research?
It provides a reliable reference for definitions and interpretations of theological concepts, helping
researchers to support their arguments and locate relevant scholarly discussions.

What is the significance of the concept of 'grace' in New Testament
theology?
Grace is a foundational concept in New Testament theology, emphasizing God's unmerited favor towards
humanity, which is central to the messages of salvation and redemption through Jesus Christ.



What impact has modern scholarship had on dictionaries of New
Testament theology?
Modern scholarship has introduced new interpretations, methodologies, and interdisciplinary approaches
that have enriched the content of dictionaries, reflecting diverse perspectives on New Testament theology.
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