denver broncos record history

Denver Broncos record history reflects the team's evolution in the National Football League (NFL) since its
inception in 1960. The Broncos have built a legacy that includes multiple Super Bowl appearances, a
dedicated fan base, and a storied rivalry with other teams. This article will delve into the franchise's record

history, highlighting key seasons, notable players, and milestones that have defined the Denver Broncos.

Early Years (1960-1976)

The Denver Broncos were established in 1960 as a charter member of the American Football League
(AFL). The team's early years were marked by struggles, as they faced fierce competition within the

league.

1960-1967: The AFL Era

- The Broncos' inaugural season in 1960 ended with a disappointing 4-9-1 record.
- The team saw moderate success in the following years, with a highlight being their first playoff
appearance in 1969, where they lost to the Oakland Raiders.

1970-1976: Transition to the NFL

In 1970, the AFL-NFL merger took place, and the Broncos became part of the NFL's newly formed AFC

West division. This period marked a turning point for the franchise.
- The Broncos achieved their first playoff victory in 1977, defeating the Pittsburgh Steelers.

- The team finished the 1976 season with a 9-5 record, setting the stage for their first Super Bowl

appearance the following year.

The Super Bowl Years (1977-1980)

The late 1970s and early 1980s were significant for the Broncos, as they made their first Super Bowl

appearance and began to establish themselves as a competitive force in the league.



Super Bowl XII (1977)

- The Broncos entered Super Bowl XII with an impressive 12-2 record.

- However, they lost to the Dallas Cowboys 27-10, marking a difficult start to their Super Bowl history.

Continued Growth (1978-1980)

- The Broncos reached the playoffs again in 1978 but were eliminated in the first round.

- The 1979 season saw them finish with a 10-6 record, but they failed to make the postseason.

The John Elway Era (1983-1998)

The arrival of quarterback John Elway in 1983 reshaped the Broncos' destiny. Elway became synonymous

with the team's success throughout the 1980s and into the late 1990s.

1983-1989: Building a Contender

- The Broncos reached the playoffs multiple times during the late 1980s, including a trip to Super Bowl
XXI in 1986, where they faced the New York Giants.

- The 1987 season marked their first appearance in the playoffs under Elway, leading to a loss in Super
Bowl XXII to the Washington Redskins.

1990-1998: Super Bowl Victories

The 1990s saw the Broncos solidify their place in NFL history with back-to-back Super Bowl victories.
- In Super Bowl1 XXXII (1998), the Broncos defeated the Green Bay Packers 31-24, earning their first
championship.

- The team followed up with another victory in Super Bowl XXXIII in 1999 against the Atlanta Falcons,

securing a 34-19 win.

Challenges and Rebuilding (1999-2010)

After Elway's retirement, the Broncos faced challenges in maintaining their competitive edge. This period



was characterized by coaching changes and fluctuating performance.

2000-2006: Post-Elway Struggles

- The Broncos experienced a rollercoaster of seasons, with playoff appearances in 2000 and 2005 but failing
to advance deep into the postseason.
- The 2005 season was particularly noteworthy, as the Broncos finished with a 13-3 record, but lost in the

AFC Championship Game.

2007-2010: Transition Period

- The Broncos hired Josh McDaniels as head coach in 2009, leading to a tumultuous season and a 8-8 record.
- The team struggled to find consistent success, which led to further coaching changes and roster

adjustments.

The Peyton Manning Era (2012-2015)

The signing of quarterback Peyton Manning in 2012 marked a new chapter for the Broncos. Manning's

arrival transformed the franchise and led to remarkable success.

2012-2013: Record-Breaking Seasons

- In 2012, the Broncos finished with a 13-3 record, with Manning throwing for over 4,600 yards and 37
touchdowns.
- The 2013 season was historic, as the Broncos set multiple offensive records, including the most points

scored in a season (606).

Super Bowl 50 (2015)

- The Broncos returned to the Super Bowl in 2016, facing the Carolina Panthers in Super Bowl 50.
- The team won 24-10, securing their third championship and solidifying Manning's legacy as one of the
greatest quarterbacks in NFL history.



Recent Years (2016-Present)

Since winning Super Bowl 50, the Broncos have faced challenges in maintaining their winning culture.

This period has seen the team seek a new identity amidst coaching changes and roster overhauls.

2016-2020: Struggles and Coaching Changes

- The 2016 season was a high note, but the subsequent years saw the Broncos struggle to find consistent
success, finishing with records like 5-11 in 2017 and 4-12 in 2020.
- The team underwent multiple coaching changes, with Vic Fangio being hired in 2019, emphasizing a

defensive strategy.

2021-Present: A New Era

- The Broncos entered a new phase in 2021 with the hope of revitalizing the franchise's competitive spirit.
- The acquisition of quarterback Russell Wilson in 2022 aimed to spark a resurgence, although the team

continues to seek stability and success in the AFC West.

Notable Players in Broncos History

Throughout their history, the Denver Broncos have been home to many legendary players who have left

an indelible mark on the franchise. Here are some of the most notable:
¢ John Elway: The face of the franchise, Elway led the Broncos to five Super Bowl appearances and
two victories.

¢ Peyton Manning: A two-time Super Bowl champion with the Broncos, Manning is regarded as one

of the greatest quarterbacks of all time.

e Terrell Davis: A key player during the Broncos' Super Bowl victories in the late 1990s, Davis was

known for his incredible rushing ability.

e Champ Bailey: One of the best cornerbacks in NFL history, Bailey was a cornerstone of the Broncos'

defense for over a decade.

¢ Von Miller: A dominant linebacker who played a pivotal role in the Broncos' Super Bowl 50 victory,



Miller is a franchise icon.

Conclusion

The Denver Broncos record history is a testament to the team's resilience, adaptability, and the passion of its
fans. From their early struggles to the glory days of John Elway and Peyton Manning, the Broncos have
experienced highs and lows that have shaped their identity. As the franchise continues to evolve, its rich
history serves as a foundation for future success, and the dedicated fan base remains hopeful for what lies
ahead. The Denver Broncos are not just a football team; they are a symbol of pride and determination in the
heart of Colorado.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the all-time win-loss record of the Denver Broncos?

As of the end of the 2022 NFL season, the Denver Broncos have an all-time regular season win-loss record

of approximately 500 wins and 500 losses.

How many Super Bowl championships have the Denver Broncos won?

The Denver Broncos have won three Super Bowl championships, in the years 1997 (Super Bow1 XXXII),
1998 (Super Bowl XXXIII), and 2015 (Super Bowl 50).

‘What was the Denver Broncos' record during their Super Bowl-winning
2015 season?

The Denver Broncos finished the 2015 NFL regular season with a record of 12 wins and 4 losses.

When did the Denver Broncos achieve their first Super Bowl

appearance?

The Denver Broncos made their first Super Bowl appearance in the 1977 season, playing in Super Bowl
XII.

What is the Denver Broncos' longest winning streak in franchise history?

The Denver Broncos' longest winning streak in franchise history is 18 games, achieved during the 2012



and 2013 seasons.
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