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Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar

The Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar is an indispensable resource for learners who
have moved beyond the basics of the Japanese language and are ready to tackle more complex
grammatical structures. This reference book is designed to bridge the gap between beginner and
advanced levels of proficiency, providing learners with the tools they need to understand, analyze,
and use intermediate grammar effectively. This article will delve into the structure, content, and
utility of this essential grammar dictionary, alongside practical tips for maximizing its use in
language learning.

Overview of the Dictionary

The Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar, authored by Seiichi Makino and Michio Tsutsui,
is a continuation of the highly respected series that includes the Dictionary of Basic Japanese
Grammar and the Dictionary of Advanced Japanese Grammar. Together, these resources form a
comprehensive suite that supports learners at all stages of their Japanese language journey.

Structure of the Dictionary

The dictionary is structured in a user-friendly manner, making it easy for learners to locate specific
grammatical points. It includes:

- Entries Organized Alphabetically: Each entry begins with the grammatical term in Japanese,
followed by its romanized form and English translation. This organization allows for quick reference
and retrieval.

- Detailed Explanations: Each entry provides a clear explanation of the grammatical point, including
its usage, nuances, and common contexts.

- Example Sentences: To illustrate how a particular grammar point is used, each entry includes
several example sentences in both Japanese and English, aiding comprehension.

- Related Grammar Points: Many entries include references to similar or related grammatical
structures, encouraging learners to explore connections between different points.

Key Features of the Dictionary

The Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar is packed with features that enhance its utility for
learners. Some of the key features include:

Comprehensive Coverage



The dictionary covers a wide range of grammatical structures, including:

- Verb conjugations

- Particles

- Adjective and adverb usage
- Compound sentences

- Politeness levels

- Conditional forms

This comprehensive coverage ensures that learners have access to a vast array of grammatical tools
to develop their language skills.

Practical Usage

Understanding grammar in isolation can be challenging, so the dictionary emphasizes practical
usage. Each grammatical point is presented with:

- Contextual Examples: These examples reflect real-life scenarios where the grammar would be
applicable, helping learners understand when and how to use different structures.

- Cultural Notes: Some entries include cultural insights or notes about language nuances that can
affect usage, providing a richer understanding of the language.

Accessibility for Learners

The layout of the dictionary makes it accessible for all learners, regardless of their proficiency level.
Features include:

- Clear Definitions: The language used in definitions is straightforward, avoiding overly technical
jargon that might confuse learners.

- Visual Aids: Some entries incorporate charts or tables to visually represent complex grammatical
relationships or conjugation patterns.

How to Use the Dictionary Effectively

While the Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar is a powerful tool, learners can maximize its
effectiveness by adopting certain strategies:

Regular Reference

Incorporate daily or weekly reference to the dictionary in your studies. For example:

1. Select a few grammatical points to focus on each week.
2. Create sentences using these points.



3. Review the examples provided in the dictionary for additional context.

Practice Through Writing

Writing is an effective way to internalize grammar points. Use the dictionary to:
- Compose short paragraphs or essays that incorporate new grammatical structures.

- Exchange written work with peers or teachers for feedback, focusing on the grammar points
referenced in the dictionary.

Engagement with Native Materials

To deepen understanding, engage with native Japanese materials such as:
- Novels, comic books, or articles that match your interests.

- Anime or dramas where you can hear the grammar points in context.
- Use the dictionary to look up and clarify any grammar you encounter in these materials.

Real-Life Applications of Intermediate Grammar

Understanding and utilizing intermediate grammar is crucial for effective communication in a
variety of contexts. Here are some real-life applications:

Conversational Skills

Intermediate grammar enables learners to express more complex thoughts and ideas in
conversation. For instance:

- Using conditional forms allows you to express hypothetical situations.

- Mastering verb conjugations enhances the ability to discuss past, present, and future events
flexibly.

Academic and Professional Settings

For those studying or working in Japan, intermediate grammar is essential for:

- Writing reports or academic papers that require nuanced expression.
- Participating in meetings where complex ideas need to be conveyed clearly.



Cultural Understanding

Language learning goes hand in hand with cultural understanding. Intermediate grammar
facilitates:

- Nuanced conversations about cultural topics, traditions, and social norms.
- Understanding humor, idioms, and expressions that are often lost in basic language learning.

Conclusion

The Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar is a vital resource for learners eager to refine
their understanding of the Japanese language. Its structured approach, comprehensive coverage,
and practical examples make it a perfect companion for anyone looking to advance their proficiency.
By integrating this dictionary into your study routine, engaging with native materials, and applying
the grammatical structures in real-life contexts, you will find yourself not only mastering
intermediate grammar but also enjoying the journey of learning Japanese. As you transition from
basic to more advanced levels, the insights gained from this dictionary will serve as a solid
foundation for further linguistic exploration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar"
used for?

The 'Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' is a reference book designed for learners of
Japanese at the intermediate level, providing explanations of grammatical structures, usage
examples, and nuances.

Who are the authors of the 'Dictionary of Intermediate
Japanese Grammar'?

The book is authored by Seiichi Makino and Michio Tsutsui, both of whom are respected scholars in
the field of Japanese linguistics.

How is the 'Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar"
organized?

The dictionary is organized alphabetically by grammatical terms and structures, making it easy for
learners to find specific grammar points quickly.

Is the 'Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' suitable



for self-study?

Yes, it is highly suitable for self-study as it offers clear explanations and examples, making it
accessible for independent learners.

What types of grammar points does the dictionary cover?

It covers a wide range of grammar points including verb forms, particles, sentence structures, and
more complex grammatical concepts.

Can the 'Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar' be
helpful for advanced learners?

Yes, while it's aimed at intermediate learners, advanced students can also benefit from it by
reviewing and solidifying their understanding of foundational grammar.

Are there example sentences included in the dictionary?

Yes, each grammar point typically includes example sentences that illustrate how the grammar is
used in context.

Is the 'Dictionary of Intermediate Japanese Grammar"
available in digital format?

Yes, it is available in both print and digital formats, making it convenient for learners to access on
various devices.

How does the dictionary address nuanced differences in
grammar usage?

The dictionary provides detailed explanations and comparisons of similar grammatical structures,
highlighting nuanced differences in usage and context.

What is the target audience for the 'Dictionary of Intermediate
Japanese Grammar'?

The target audience includes intermediate Japanese language learners, teachers, and anyone
seeking to deepen their understanding of Japanese grammar.
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