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Diana Vreeland: The Eye Has to Travel is more than just a documentary; it is
a vivid exploration of the life and legacy of one of the most influential
figures in fashion history. Diana Vreeland was an editor, author, and stylist
whose unique vision and indomitable spirit left an indelible mark on the
fashion world and beyond. The film, directed by Lisa Immordino Vreeland,
Diana's granddaughter-in-law, showcases her extraordinary journey from a
young girl in Paris to the formidable editor of Vogue and later, Harper's
Bazaar. Through her innovative ideas and fearless approach to fashion,
Vreeland transformed the industry, setting trends that continue to resonate
today.

Early Life and Influences

Diana Vreeland was born on July 29, 1903, in Paris, France, to a wealthy
American family. Her father was a prominent banker, while her mother was a
socialite. Growing up in a cosmopolitan environment, Vreeland was exposed to
art, culture, and fashion from a young age.

Parisian Roots

Her early years in Paris profoundly influenced her aesthetic sensibilities.
Surrounded by the elegance of the Belle Époque, Vreeland was captivated by
the world of fashion. Some key aspects of her upbringing include:

- Exposure to the arts: Vreeland's parents encouraged her to appreciate art
and culture, taking her to galleries and theaters.
- Social circles: The Vreeland family mingled with prominent figures of the
time, including artists, writers, and designers, which helped shape her
worldview.
- Education: Although she did not excel academically, Vreeland's keen
observational skills and passion for fashion were apparent early on.

Move to America

In 1914, Vreeland's family moved to New York City, where she continued to
develop her love for fashion. Despite the cultural shift from Paris to New
York, she found inspiration in the vibrant American fashion scene.

Career Beginnings

Vreeland's fashion career began in the 1920s when she started working as a
columnist for Harper's Bazaar. Her column, "Why Don't You...," encouraged
readers to experiment with their style and embrace the avant-garde. This role
allowed her to establish herself as a voice of authority in the fashion
world.



Harper's Bazaar

At Harper's Bazaar, Vreeland's creative vision flourished. She was known for
her bold ideas and willingness to challenge conventions. Some of her
contributions to the magazine include:

- Innovative photography: Vreeland collaborated with renowned photographers
like Richard Avedon and Louise Dahl-Wolfe, creating striking visual
narratives that pushed the boundaries of fashion photography.
- Cultural commentary: Her columns often reflected societal changes,
showcasing fashion as a means of personal expression and empowerment.
- Trendsetting: Vreeland was instrumental in popularizing new trends, such as
the “New Look” introduced by Christian Dior in the late 1940s.

Vogue Editorship

In 1963, Vreeland became the editor-in-chief of Vogue, where she continued to
redefine the magazine's identity. Her tenure at Vogue marked a significant
turning point in fashion journalism.

- Visual storytelling: Vreeland emphasized the importance of captivating
visuals, transforming editorial spreads into works of art.
- Diversity in representation: She championed a more inclusive representation
of beauty, featuring models from various backgrounds and challenging the
status quo.
- Celebrity culture: Vreeland embraced the rise of celebrity culture, often
featuring prominent figures like Jacqueline Kennedy and Elizabeth Taylor.

Legacy and Impact

Diana Vreeland's influence on fashion and culture transcended her time as an
editor. Her innovative ideas and fearless approach paved the way for future
generations of fashion professionals.

Redefining Fashion Journalism

Vreeland's impact on fashion journalism is profound. She transformed the way
magazines approached storytelling, emphasizing the importance of narrative in
fashion. Key aspects of her legacy include:

- Thematic issues: Vreeland introduced themed issues, such as the
"Youthquake" issue, which celebrated youth culture and the changing landscape
of fashion.
- Artistic collaborations: She fostered collaborations between fashion and
art, inviting artists to create unique works for the magazine.
- Empowerment through fashion: Vreeland believed that fashion was a tool for
self-expression and empowerment, encouraging women to embrace their
individuality.



Influence on Designers

Vreeland's unique vision also influenced numerous designers, shaping the
trajectory of fashion design.

- Christian Dior: Vreeland was instrumental in introducing Dior's "New Look"
to American audiences, which revolutionized women's fashion in the post-war
era.
- Yves Saint Laurent: She praised Saint Laurent's innovative designs,
including the tuxedo jacket for women, which challenged gender norms in
fashion.
- Contemporary designers: Vreeland's legacy continues to inspire modern
designers, who draw on her boldness and creativity in their work.

Personal Life and Later Years

Diana Vreeland's personal life was as colorful as her professional endeavors.
She married Reed Vreeland in 1924, and the couple had two sons, Frederick and
Vincent. Their marriage was marked by mutual support, though it faced its
challenges.

Later Career and The Costume Institute

After leaving Vogue in 1971, Vreeland took on the role of special consultant
at the Costume Institute of the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Her work at the
institute allowed her to curate exhibitions that celebrated fashion's
artistic value.

- Notable exhibitions: Vreeland curated several influential exhibitions,
including "The World of Balenciaga" and "The Romantic Age," which showcased
the artistry behind fashion design.
- Cultural impact: Her exhibitions helped elevate fashion as a legitimate
form of art, bridging the gap between fashion and cultural history.

Final Years and Death

Diana Vreeland passed away on August 22, 1989, leaving behind a rich legacy.
Her contributions to fashion and culture continue to resonate, inspiring
countless individuals in the industry.

Conclusion

Diana Vreeland: The Eye Has to Travel serves as a testament to the life of a
woman who dared to redefine the boundaries of fashion. Through her innovative
ideas, fearless spirit, and unwavering passion for beauty, Vreeland not only
transformed the fashion industry but also empowered generations to embrace
their individuality. Her legacy lives on, reminding us that fashion is not
just about clothing; it is a powerful form of self-expression and creativity
that transcends time and trends. The documentary captures her essence



beautifully, ensuring that Diana Vreeland's impact will continue to inspire
and influence future generations in the world of fashion and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Diana Vreeland and why is she significant in
the fashion world?

Diana Vreeland was a prominent fashion editor and consultant, known for her
work at Harper's Bazaar and Vogue during the mid-20th century. She is
significant for her innovative vision, her ability to spot and promote
emerging trends, and her impact on the fashion industry, shaping modern
fashion journalism.

What themes are explored in the documentary 'Diana
Vreeland: The Eye Has to Travel'?

The documentary explores themes of creativity, individuality, and the
transformative power of fashion. It highlights Vreeland's unique perspective
on beauty and style, her influence on the fashion industry, and her ability
to inspire others through her bold and unconventional ideas.

How did Diana Vreeland's upbringing influence her
career in fashion?

Diana Vreeland was born into a socially prominent family and was exposed to
art, culture, and fashion from a young age. This background fostered her
appreciation for aesthetics and her desire to challenge societal norms, which
significantly influenced her career and creative vision in the fashion world.

What was one of Diana Vreeland's most famous quotes
mentioned in the documentary?

One of her most famous quotes is, 'The eye has to travel,' which encapsulates
her belief that fashion and beauty are about exploration, discovery, and the
importance of seeing the world through different perspectives.

What impact did Diana Vreeland have on the roles of
women in the fashion industry?

Diana Vreeland played a crucial role in redefining the position of women in
the fashion industry by breaking traditional boundaries and proving that
women could be powerful influencers and leaders in fashion, thereby paving
the way for future generations of women in creative fields.

What stylistic elements are highlighted in 'Diana
Vreeland: The Eye Has to Travel'?

The documentary highlights Vreeland's bold use of color, striking
photography, and theatrical presentation of fashion. It showcases her unique
editorial style, which often combined high art with commercial fashion,



making her work visually captivating and influential.
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