
dietrich bonhoeffer cost of discipleship
Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Cost of Discipleship is a profound examination of what it truly means to
follow Christ in a world filled with challenges and temptations. Written in the context of a turbulent
political climate in Nazi Germany, Bonhoeffer's work has transcended its historical moment, offering
timeless insights into the nature of faith, obedience, and sacrifice. This article explores the key
themes and implications of Bonhoeffer's teachings, providing a comprehensive understanding of the
cost associated with true discipleship.

Understanding Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor, theologian, and anti-Nazi dissident. His life and
work were marked by a deep commitment to his faith and a courageous stance against the injustices
of his time. Bonhoeffer's theological writings continue to inspire and challenge Christians around the
world, particularly in his seminal work, The Cost of Discipleship, published in 1937.

The Historical Context

To fully appreciate Bonhoeffer's Cost of Discipleship, it is essential to understand the historical
context in which he wrote:

1. Nazi Germany: The rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi regime posed significant ethical and moral
dilemmas for Christians.
2. The Confessing Church: Bonhoeffer was involved in the Confessing Church, which opposed the
Nazification of German Protestant churches.
3. Personal Sacrifice: Bonhoeffer's own life was marked by personal sacrifice, ultimately leading to
his execution in 1945 for his involvement in plots to assassinate Hitler.

The Central Themes of The Cost of Discipleship

Bonhoeffer's Cost of Discipleship is rich with themes that resonate with readers today. Here are
some of the most significant:

1. Cheap Grace vs. Costly Grace

One of the foundational concepts introduced by Bonhoeffer is the distinction between "cheap grace"
and "costly grace."

- Cheap Grace: This term refers to the idea of grace that is received without any obligation or
commitment. It promotes a form of Christianity that allows individuals to live however they wish,
believing that they are forgiven regardless of their actions.



- Costly Grace: In contrast, costly grace demands a response from the believer. It calls for
transformation, sacrifice, and a deep commitment to following Christ. Bonhoeffer emphasizes that
true grace is not free; it requires the surrender of one's life and ambitions in exchange for a
relationship with God.

2. Discipleship as a Call to Action

Bonhoeffer argues that discipleship is not merely an intellectual assent to Christian beliefs but an
active commitment to following Christ in everyday life. This involves:

- Obedience: True discipleship requires obedience to God's commandments and the teachings of
Jesus.
- Action: Following Christ often means taking concrete actions that reflect the values of the Kingdom
of God, including acts of love, justice, and service to others.

3. The Role of Suffering

Suffering is a recurring theme in Bonhoeffer's work. He contends that suffering is an inevitable
aspect of discipleship.

- Identification with Christ: Bonhoeffer suggests that through suffering, believers can identify with
the suffering of Christ. This connection deepens their faith and commitment.
- Redemptive Suffering: He posits that suffering can lead to spiritual growth and transformation,
allowing believers to participate in God's redemptive work in the world.

4. The Community of Faith

Bonhoeffer emphasizes the importance of community in the life of a disciple.

- Mutual Accountability: In a community of faith, believers hold each other accountable, encouraging
one another in their spiritual journeys.
- Collective Action: Together, the community can engage in acts of service and resistance against
injustice, reflecting the love of Christ in tangible ways.

The Practical Implications of Bonhoeffer's Teachings

Understanding the cost of discipleship as articulated by Bonhoeffer has practical implications for
Christians today. Here are some key takeaways:

1. A Call to Authentic Faith



Bonhoeffer challenges Christians to examine the authenticity of their faith. Questions to consider
include:

- Are we living out our faith in a way that reflects costly grace?
- How can we engage in our communities to promote justice and compassion?

2. Embracing Sacrifice

The cost of discipleship often involves sacrifices, whether in time, resources, or personal comfort.
Christians are encouraged to:

- Identify areas in their lives where they can make sacrifices for the sake of others.
- Reflect on how they can serve their communities more effectively.

3. Building Stronger Communities

Bonhoeffer's emphasis on community calls for Christians to invest in their local churches and faith
communities. This can involve:

- Participating in small groups or study sessions focused on discipleship.
- Engaging in collective service projects that address local needs.

Conclusion

In The Cost of Discipleship, Dietrich Bonhoeffer presents a compelling vision of what it means to
follow Christ in a world filled with challenges. His insights into cheap grace, the necessity of
obedience, the role of suffering, and the importance of community provide a framework for
understanding the deep commitment required of disciples. As Christians navigate their faith
journeys, Bonhoeffer's teachings serve as a powerful reminder that true discipleship costs
something—yet it is in that cost that believers find their true calling and purpose in following Christ.

By embracing the principles outlined in Bonhoeffer’s work, individuals can cultivate a faith that is
not only transformative for themselves but also for the world around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's 'The Cost
of Discipleship'?
The central theme of 'The Cost of Discipleship' is the concept of grace and its implications for true
discipleship, highlighting the difference between cheap grace and costly grace.



How does Bonhoeffer define 'cheap grace'?
'Cheap grace' is defined by Bonhoeffer as grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, and
grace without Jesus Christ, which leads to a superficial understanding of faith.

What does Bonhoeffer mean by 'costly grace'?
'Costly grace' refers to the grace that calls us to follow Jesus and requires a personal commitment,
sacrifice, and the willingness to take up one's cross.

In what historical context did Bonhoeffer write 'The Cost of
Discipleship'?
Bonhoeffer wrote 'The Cost of Discipleship' during the rise of Nazi Germany, and it reflects his
resistance to the regime and his understanding of Christian ethics in the face of moral compromise.

What role does community play in Bonhoeffer's understanding
of discipleship?
Community is essential in Bonhoeffer's understanding of discipleship, as he believes that following
Christ is not an individual endeavor but one that is lived out in fellowship and accountability with
other believers.

How has 'The Cost of Discipleship' influenced modern
Christian thought?
'The Cost of Discipleship' has significantly influenced modern Christian thought by challenging
believers to reflect on the nature of grace, the seriousness of following Christ, and the ethical
implications of their faith in a complex world.
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